. WHEREIN THE 


* 


HONOUR of the ENGLI 


Clergy and Univerſitie 


"os Endeavour & to be Vindicated from 
the Aſperſions of a late 


PHLET 


CALLED 


Mrs. ABIGAIL 


LONDON: FACS. 


Printed by R. 7. for Jobn Nutt, near Statiner - 
| Hall, 1 703. A « | 


4 


ow Wer to Age in my „ 
why I appear in Frint, but only that In- 
dignation made me write. But why 
1 do not own my Name before this lik 
Paper, is, becauſe my Name could not give 
any Reputation to it. If I have done the 
Reverend Clergy any Service, it is what 1 
aim d to do : If I have done them none, I 
am ſorry ; 2 4 Somebody elſe will. For 
Fibink the Pamphlet which J attempt to 
An wer is not — by ſuch an inconſede= 

] A 2 | rable 
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To the READER. 
rable Hand but it may do them Harm, as it 
Z was deſigund to do; for I am ſure there - 
as Gall enough in the Ink that writ it. I 
6 beg the Gentries Pardon if | have made 
too bold with them. I hope I have avoided 
the Error of the Author of Mrs. Abigail, 
becauſè the | have in Vindication of the 
Clexgy binted at the Infirmities of ſome, I 
hade not been ſo unmannerly as to quarrel 
with all. 1 


=. 


* 
— 
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Mrs. Ali gail, Which becgt 8 

hard upon theCergy,andall ee 

ſo much n Contempe: upon that Order of 
it 


without ſome Refle- - 
2 ken 


let 1 
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chriſtian Manner, giving him ſuch Dimi- 
niſhing Paultry Names and Epethites, and 
/ expoſing the whole Body of the Clzrgy for the 
Sake of the alledg d Miſcarriages of One. 


) 


He begins his Book with a Sort of Narra- : 


tive, and it is a poor Story that he tells, fit- 
ter to be the Entertainment of Women at a 
. Goſliping, than to be either put or read in 

Print. For what after all is the Subſtance of 

r : 


The Doctor, it ſeems of the Author's or ſome 
other Pariſh, as he repreſents him, was a bh 
weak Man, puffed up with his New:Dignity 
and Honour; and it ſeems his Wife had been 
a Waiting-woman, and an Upſtart, and did 
not know how to behave herſelf in her New 1 

Quality. And what then? To be ſure the 
Doctor and his Wife were to blame: It is not 
the Firſt Time that: ſudden Promotion has 
made mean People proud. What a Story 1s 
this to Print, and to tell oe 4 or to 
make a Man rail at a whole Rank and Order 


of Men? Suppoſe a Dr. in Divinity to be an 1 
Aſs and a Coxcomb, what, is this Cauſe to | 
36%; ei abuſe f 
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abuſe all thoſe who wear that Title, and that 
are Dignified in the Church? Has a Doctor 
in Divinity no Place nor Precedence according 
to his Degree and Quality, becauſe one Do- 
ctor's Wife does not know her Place, and Pouts, 
and is Sullen, becauſe an Eſquire's Wife is ſet 
above her? And ſuppoſe the Doctor ſo ſilly 
as to concern himſelf in the Quarrel; why 
may not the Doctor have his Blind Side? Or if 
vou will, be an Aſs as well as another Man? 
Suppoſe a Juſtice of Peace be a weak, filly, 
proud, Man; ſuppoſe the H. Sheriff of a 
County to be ſo ; and ſuppoſe a Man of a 
10007. a Year, deſcended from a long Series of 
Anceſtors, to be ſo, as he may be, a Fool, 

and a Sot, for all his Eſtate or Quality: Sup- 
poſe this, ſhall we therefore make a Jeft of, 
and Rail at, all Juſtices, H. Sheriffs, and all 
Gentlemen of a 1000 J. a Year? Shall we ſay, for 
an Imprudence that they or your Ladies may 
be guilty of, that therefore they have no Place 
nor Honour due to them? This would be 
thought very unreaſonable and hard: And yet 
this ſeems to be our Author's ee in e 
oount of the Female nens 322d 56 
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on W only have this Perſon "i 1 
the Clergy in ee have hitherto had the 
Reſpect paid to them according; to their ſe- 
veral Ranks and Degrees, as is their Due; 
and I hope will have ill, actwithilading 
all the Railery his Mrs. _ coines kbroaid 

5 big with. Semen ane 


The Clergy of England a are ke ene iy 
as good Birth and Parentage as any other Sort 
of Men whatſbever. And if ſome of them 
'were Men of low Birth, and bred Servitors 
in the Univerſities, that to be no Re- 
flection upon them, when their own Deſerts 
have raiſed them to the higheſt Stations their 
Profeſſion is capable of. This is the Reward, 
f their Piety, Learning, and Induſtry; and 
it ought no more to be envied or rail d againſt, 
than the Riſe and Advances eg other 
Profeſſions make in the World. How have 
many Merchants and Lawyers: roſe from u 
| "_ finall Condition to very great Eſtates 
and Quality in the Kingdom? And it would 
be but Child's Play to twit them with the 
en of h Anceſtors. 
1 | There 


: —- 
* 1 
* 
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There is another Reflection our Author 
makes upon the Clergy, and I hope a very 
Untrue one; viz. That the Gentlemen of 
England do begin to ſcorn to Breed up their 


Sons to the Miniſterial Function, as if it 
was a Thing below them: This Inſinuation 
indeed ſhews the Authors low Eſteem: of 
this Sacred Calling; but it does not prove 
it to be the Opinion of our Gentry, or No- 

bility either, when ſome of the Beſt Fami- 
lies we have, have Sons, or near Relations, 
Educated this Way: He ſpeaks ſlightly, as 
if indeed ſome of their Younger Sons might 
be put in Orders, as a Way of Living, but 
not with any other Deſign of Good. But 1 
hope he will allow the n Sons of the 
Nobility and Gentry to be as well Born as 
the Elder; and it is generally obſeryed that 
they are better bred; which: may give .Oc- 
caſion to that Proverb, which very often 
proves true, That tbe Younger Brother is 
the Better (Gentleman, For the Eldeſt Sons 
being doom d to the Eſtate, their Lady Mo- 
thers are more tender of them, and thereby 


they ſhare in a more Soft and Delicate Edu- 
B | cation, 


Es v 


cation, which is no Advantage either to 
their Parts or Manners, 


Whereas the Hardſhips which the Your 
ger Sons are put to, does break their Hu- 
mours, gains them Experience, inures them 
to Labour, and happily prepares them for 
Buſineſs and Action, which is the only Way 
to tnake them e in their After- 
Life. | 


N as te their not oiäg their Thou- 
Hindi the Year, the Deficiency is ſuffici- 
ently ſupplied by their own Induſtry ; and 
it may be, that Son of an Honourable Fami- 
ly, who, as our Author would have it, 
ſtoops to take up, but more truly, is ad- 
ditionally honour d by the Suſception of Ho- 
ly Orders, this Son often ſhares in thoſe Pre- 
ferments, which together with his Annuity 
or Portion, enables him to make near as good 
a Figure as his Elder Brother, and knows per- 
haps a great deal more Happineſs ; becauſe 
he knows better how togovern himſelf, or- 
der his Family, and ene his pe | 


4 
* * 


And 
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And if the Eldeſt Brother happens to die, 
as ſometimes it falls out, and the Paternal 
Honour and Eſtate falls to our Young Cler- 
gyman's Lot, he will underſtand the Dig- 
nity of his Holy Office better, than to think 
it any Misfortune or Diſparagement to him 
in his Splendid Circumſtances, 80 I have 
hear d of a certain Earl of Kent, who was ſo 
Good as well as Great, that after his Honour 
fell to him, he did not think it below him 
to diſcharge the Offices of his Clerical Calling, 
and to Preach the Goſpel. And I ſuppoſe 
a preſent Peer of this Realm does not think 
it any Leſſening to his [Temporal Dignity 
33 that he has a Spiritual Capacity belonging 
to him too; and that he would have been 
ſo wiſe as to have thought the ſame, if he 
had been only a Prieſt, and not a Biſhop. _ 


And as a great Number of our Clergy have. 
Eſtates, together with their Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferments, this takes off that other In- 
dignity thrown upon them by our Author, 

as if it were the general Fate; of the Mini- 

ſters of our Church to Marry Waiting: wo- 
t 1 men, 


(8). 
men, or Chamber-Maids, whom he calls 
by the common Name of Abigails. And ſo 
he tells us it was from the Beginning, when 
the Clergy began firſt to be allow'd to Marry, 
the Lady's Chamber - Maid was catch'd 
at by them as a great Booty. And he adds that 
Archbiſhop Cranmer then ern an Anne 
Kee per” 8 a 


But I can tell our Aurhor; that Abigails 
and Chamber-Maids, nay, N urſe- Maids and 
Cook-Maids too, are grown harder to be 
_ catch'd _now-a-days, and are much greater 
Booties; and ſo likewiſe are the Daughters 
of the Tap; not out of Inns, but poor, 
blind, Ale-Houſes, becauſe ſome of the Top 
Gentry have thought good to make them 
their Wives, and take them in that Capa- 
city to their Beds. I could give Inſtances 
_ of this upon my _ Knowledge in ſeveral 
 Efquires, and fome above that Degree, that 
have more than One or Two EOSIN a 


Lear. 


» 


And pet T ER OO en ehe Conde 


| ſeention of ſome few Men of Quality toſuch 
mean 


9 


mean Matches, which they have either out 
of Fancy, or Indiſcretion, contracted, I 
would not this Condeſcention of theirs re- 
flect any Reproach or Diſhonour upon their 
| Whole Body; which is only the Error of 


particular Perſons. 


And after all it may be there is a great deal 
Pride and Injuſtice in deſpiſing a Servant, 
and giving them Nick-names of Deriſion 
and Scorn: For this Mrs Abigail, as in Con- 
tempt they call her, perhaps may be as well 
Born as her Miſtreſs, and is oftentimes re- 
lated to her, and more than that, perhaps 
generally own'd to be everyway the Finer 
Woman, except that for ſome particular 
Misfortunes ſhe is forced to wear, {ch Den, 


for her Motto, which! in. 1 fore: 

But to return; as mean an Eaxployments as; 
our Author wank have that of a Miniſter- 
to be, and as little as he would make their 
Birth and Circumſtances; it is my Deſign 
to let him know that they do not all ſtoop 
to Marry Waiting- women, or Chamber- 


Maids: Many of them, as laid before, have, 
Eſtates £ 


. ( 10 ) 

Eſtates Temporal and Spiritual together, 
which make their Expectations in Marriage 
| ſuitable to themſelves, and equal to any o- 
ther Sort of Men. And our Gentry, and 
ſometimes our Nobility too, have been ſo 
wile as to give their — in Marriage 
to them with the ſame Fortunes as they 
would to any other Profeffion. | 


And it has been the Confeſſion of . | 
3; Perſons of the beſt Quality, that it is ſo 
hard to meet with Virtue and Sobriety in 
another Garb,. that they have thought Cler- 
 2ymen to make the beſt of Husbands. If lam 
ina Miſtake itis none of my own. 


And I muſt needs ſay this alfo of all the 
Gentry I have converſed with, I never yet 
met with any Perſon of Quality and Breed- 
ing, but who always treated a Clerg yman 
with ſingular Kindneſs and Reſpect, unleſs 
be made himſelf Little by Flattery, or Com- 
pliance with the Vices in Faſhion. 


And I have found ſome of the Beſt Rank | 
who _ Delight in the Converſation of 
5 | ſuch, 


(nm) 
ſuch, and who were pleaſed tobe Reſorted to 
by them, and Prided themſelves in being 


reckon'd Lovers of the Clergy. 


And een ſome few ri in Orders, 
whoare needy of Preferment, and think it 
long in coming, and it may be have not In- 
tereſt enough to obtain it other wiſe, or other 
Qualifications to reoommend them, ſome 
few may: Court a Lady's Couſin or Waiting- 
woman as a ready — to a ſmall Rectory or 
Vicaridge; and if Patrons are ſo Corrupt as 
to make ſuch By- bargains, and indirect Con- 
tracts, Ido not ſee but it is as much the Miſ- 
fortune, as the Fault, of the Inferior Cler- 
2y, whole Circumſtances unhappily oblige 
them to comply with ſuch mean Terms for 
a Livelihood. And yet it it had been our 
Conſtitution to have debarr'd the Sons of 
Poor Men from taking Orders, notwith- 
ſtanding the groſs Alloy which might be im- 
puted to the Firſt Original of their Perſons, 
yet I ſay by ſuch a Canon the Church would 
have been deprived of many a Golden Light, 
and a Beautiful Pillar. 


But 


But as I was ſpeaking, if ſome few do 
Marry thus, and thus ſtep into Preferment, 
muſt they therefore be ſet at Nought, and 
placed amongſt the meaneſt of the People ? 
And muſt for their Sakes the reſidue of the 
Sacred Tribe, who come to their Preferment 
with Honour, and Enjoy it with a Repu- 
tation becoming their Character, muſt theſe 
too be Scouted and Ridiculed, and made to 
herd with Farmers and Mechanieks, and 
their Holy Profeſſion run down, as if it gave 
them no Remove above thoſe who wear 


Frocks, and ſtand behind the Counter. 


As to the Place due to a Miniſter's Wate 

I am ſomething of the Opinion of our Au- 
thor, ſhe muſt take it as it falls; becauſe 
 Clergymen formerly were not allowed to Mar- 
ry, and ſhe has no Place neither as a Biſhop's, | 
or as a Doctor's Wife, but upon Courtelie ; 
and if the Women would be ruled by me 
they ſhould never contend for Place, but 
modeſtly take what Courteſie gives them; 
and they need not deſire to be better ſerved. 
Only. I * if a Gentlewoman by Birth 


Mar- 


( 13 ) 
Marries a Cier gyman, her Place is not behind 
the Door becauſe ſhe . is the Parſon 70 the 77 


riſh's Wife. ni 5 


/ 


And if ſhe 1 a | Prom 40 ber Hat: 


band and ſhe together can make up 2 or 300 /. 
a Year, I hope ſhe need not be ſeated among 
the Goodies, nor be forced to wear a Green 
Apron, nor a High- crown d Hat,” beandidGes 


Husband wears a Roſe and a Caſſock. 


But as for our Dr. in Divinity, JoubeleGs h he 
has a place, and that by Cuſtom, or ſome way 
elſe, and precedence too, before all ordinary 
Gentlemen, tho they are Born Gentlemen, and 
their Eſtates are better than his. Nor do Men 
uſually take this Degree, unleſs they have ve- 

ry conſiderable Temporal or Spiritual Eſtates, 
or both. And if the Dr. in Divinity is not 
Equal in his Degree and Quality, is not Equal 

to any Eſquire, unleſs he is the Son of a Peer, 
ſurely our Parliament 13 either Miſtaken or 
Partial, when they Tax him in the Act for 
Marriages and Burials for his Quality at the 
ſame Rate that they do Eſquires ; and there- 
fore if he maſt pay the ſame Duty for his Qua- 


lity, as they do for theirs, it is a a Sign that our 
C Law 


Law reckons the Quality of a Doctor equal 
to that of any ordinary Eſquire; and if his 
Quality be the ſame, certainly his Place muſt 
be accordingly. | 


And tho' our Doctor ſhould have been the 
Son of a Tapſter, tho not as Tapſter's Son, yet 
as Doctor his Doctorate Entitles him to as good 
a Place as if he was the Eldeſt Son ofa Knight, 
as well as a Sergeant at Law will take his 
Place according to the Degree of a Sergeant, 
tho he might be the Son of a Taylor; and no 
Body of any Senſe will diſpute his Title to it, 
or throw in his Way his Father's Sheers or 
Yard-wand. And after all, the Blood of the 
Taylor may be as good as that of the Sergeant: 
For how many Men have we who hold the 

Plough, and Whiſtle to a Team of Horſes, who 
have as good Names, and are no Doubt de- 
ſcended from as good Anceſtors, as any in Eng- 
land? 9 


Þ There is one Thing more that T muſt tell 
our Author of, that his Pen has been too ha- 
ſty and laviſh in; he ſays, that Gentlemen 


"begin 


K 
begin to think of other Ways to Breed their 
Sons than at the Univerſities, thoſe S 
of Lewdneſs and beo rel. 


1 hardly ever heard any one defame the U- 
niverſities, but I ſuſpected them either to la- 
bour under the Prejudice of Diſſenting Prin- 
ciples, or that they never lived in either of the 
Univerſities; or elſe that they had been Rakiſh, 
and Debauch'd themſelves * they were 
there; and becauſe they would not ſubmit 0 
Diſcipline, their Governours wexe forced to 
remove them from their Colleges; and ſo be- 
ing diſguſted, they take this Way to be re- 
venged upon the Univerſities. Or it may be, 

a Father whoſe Purſe has ſmarted by the Prodi- 
3 gality of his Son, the Loſs of ſo much dear Blood 


y make the Old Gentleman ape againſt 
travagant 


— — — the 
2 lived; an Univerſity Life 1 Years, and 


Youth ws Educated. 


the Diſeipline which I lived under: But it was 
ſo good, that there were as few Diſorders as 
could be ſu - where there was ſuch a 


Concourſe of Youth. And the worſt People 


C 2 we 


tho I had my Follies there, yet I cannot blame 


(0160 
ve had were ſuch who came from Univerſities 
abroad, or Private Academies at Home. So 
that I am apt to think, if our Gentry take that 
Courſe our Author ſpeaks of, they will not 
much Mend themſelves by the Change. Let 
any one tell me of any Place for the Education 
of Youth where they ſhall be intirely ſafe, and 
not capable of being debauch'd if they have a 
Mind to't, and I will giveup the Cauſe, But 
upon Experience 1 will ſay, That a Young 
Man cannot be put abroad to any Place of Edu- 
cation where he ſhall be ſafer than in the Uni- 
verſities; nay, not if he is bound an 1 A 25 
: tice ina Country "Town. ' © '— 


ITLY 


ad to what our Author ſpeaks of the Inns of 


Court, I wiſh thoſe Societies do not more de- 
ſerve the Character our Bold Author gives to 


the Schools of the Prophets. And I fear thoſe 
who go Sober from the Univerſities when they 


come to Town, find a greater Liberty to be . 


ruin d than they Enjoy d before. This is cer- 
tain, where Young Men are, there will be 
Lewdͤneſs, if they are that Way diſpoſed, in 
FPpight of the Stricteſt Governours. I believe 

the Tutors of Private Academies have Reaſon 

to Complain of this, as well as Tutors and Ma- 
giſirates 1 in the Univerſities. And 


Po 


ä ) 
And as for Gentlemens Sons, who only do, 
as it were, make a Paſs thro the Univerſities 
to the Inns of Court, and deſign no Profeſſion 
but that of Gentlemen, they are generally the 
moſt Unruly Members in the Univerſity; 
building upon their Eſtates, they take it Ill to 
be Controuled; and yet when they come to 
Senſe, and ſee their Miſmanagement of them- 
ſelves, then they Blame the Univerſities that 
they are no ſtricter; and often, for their Sakes, 
as well as by their Mouths, thoſe Excellent 
Myſteries ofG oodLiterature undergoReproach. | 


As for the Reflection which is made upon 
thoſe who lead an Univerſity Life, whom he 
call's Petty, Starchd, Fellows, the Dregs and 
Offals of Monkery, who live upon Chops of 

Mutton, I wou'd have our Angry Writer 
know, that moſt of the Fellows of Colleges, 
in either Univerſity, are Maſters of more Wiſ- 
dom and uſeful Knowledge, are more Men, 
and more Gentlemen, live in more Reſpect, 
and after a Neater Manner, and are more Ca- 
pable of Serving their Sovereign and their 
Country in any Capacity, than many of our 
Antient Country Eſquires, whoſe Converſa. 


tion is moſt 1 in their Stable, their Kennel, and 
. their 
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their He n-rooſt,tho' they may have a very good 
Eſtate, which it is their Fortune to be Born to, 
and none of their Merits which has procured 
it them. For as one anſwerd for himſelf, 
who had worthily rais'd his own Fortune, 

-when he was told that he was but a Carrier's 
Son, replied, If ſome Men had been Carriers 
Sons, they themſelves would never have rais'q 
their Condition higher, but might have been 
Carriers ſtill. It is Stuff to boaſt of a long Se- 
ties of Anceſtors where there is nothing elle to 
Tecommend Men : Surely this Author never 
read the Poem call'd, The True-born Engliſhman ; 
for there is not an Hoſtler, nor a Pedlar, but 
what is deſcended from a long Series of ney 
tors of one Kind or other. And ſo no leſs is 
every Game. Cock, Race-Horſe, or Setting Dog. | 


And as for an Eftate which Men make ſuch 
a Buſſle about, it muſt be own'd that Wiſdom, 
'Virtue, and good Manners, do more advan- 
_ tageouſly diſtinguiſh one Man from another, 
than either Titles, Land, or Money, unleſs 
thoſe more Valuable G. ifications go toge· 
ther with them. 


1 Honour « Gentleman, and I FE hi Reaſon 5 
| to 
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to do ſo, as much as anyone, if he is ſo by his E- 


ducation and Temper, as well as by his Burch 
and Eſtate. | | 


And in fins, | think nadie mekesa wants: 
Figure than a Man of Title and Eſtate that 
wants both Sence and Manners, let him be ei- 
ther Layman or Eccleſiaſtick ; for I own the 

latter may be a worthleſs Wretch as well as 

the former. 5 | 


To proceed : When our Author calls- the 
Fellows and Scholars of Colleges Almimen, 
the Gentlemen of England have ſure better- 
Thoughts of thoſe Endowments, when they 
make all the Application they can to thoſe * 
who have the Diſpoſal of ſuch Preferments, - 
that they may get their Sons in to reap the 
Benefit of ſuch Foundations. Nay, the No- 
bility themſelves have not ſcorn d to let their 
Sons very frequently wear the Livery, and eat 
the Commons, of ſuch Alms-Houſes. And I 
believeour Country Eſquire of a Long Deſcent, - 
and near a io00 l. a Lear, would not 39 to 
have a Son of his, if he were his Eldeſt, to be 
an Almſman upon one of theſe Foundations, 
if the Young Spark had Delerts, or his Father 
Intereſt, enough to recommend him. And: 


* 
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And as for the Members living High in theſe 


F Colleges, to the Envy of the . — Gentle- 


men; I know no Reaſon why Gentlemen, who 
have a Liberal Maintenance reach d out unto 
them by the Generoſity of their Benefactors, 
ſhould not livelike Gentlemen, and 1 

ble to their Income. 
But I know it is the Humour of ſome of 
the Gentry, wha have narrow Souls, and 
ſometimes narrow Circumſtances, they grutch 
to ſee any whom they think below them to 


live better than themſelves, eſpecially the 


Clergy. They think their Wives, their Chil- 
dren, and their Houſes, are all dreſt too Fine; 
they think they fare and drink too well, and 
every Thing they have 1s too good for them. 

And e ow this Kind Author, to keep them 
Humble, would have the Poor to be main- 
tain'd out of their Inches, and ſo would have 
them live like Almſmen in the Country, as 
well as in the Univerſity. He quotes Councels, 
Statutes, and Canons, for this; it is a ſpecial 
Saving Doctrine for the Laity to make Uſe 
of to ſave their own Eſtates from paying Le- 
vies to the Poor: But Thanks be to God, the 
Law and Cuſtom of our Land does make a more 
Juſt and Reaſonable Proviſion for thoſe that 
want Relief. | As 


* 
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As to the Charity of the Cler, 95 I think i iT 
need not be compell'd ; there are no Sort of 
Men for the Proportion of their Eſtates do 
more good, relieve more Poor, both with 
Meat and Money, and are more ready, to their 
7955 Expence, to promote any Charitable De- 


, than they. And generally ſpeaking they 


nee as Hoſpitably as the Orders of our Charch 


require of them. 
Indeed the Gentry do in ſome Places take 


Care to keep them low, either by Private Con- 
tracts, When they preſent them, or holding 
them to Poor and Mean Rates afterwards, to 
the unjuſt Leſſening of their Livings. And 
ſome Places are ſmall of their own Nature. And 
here I am ſure the Cler gyman can do but Little 
for the Poor, or his own Family; but muſt 
live in Primitive Obſcurity, before: the 
Churches Patrimony was either: ſettled; or al-. 
lowed of. Now if ſuch a Miniſter, notwith- 
ſtanding his mean Circumſtances, | ſhall: live 
High, * run in Debt, he deſerves to be cen 
ſured, und muſt think to leave his Widow in 
Diſtreſs, and his Children in ; and 
the higher they lived before, the leſs Pity 
they will have now. 707 AWBVCO g 
And yet I cannot fee but the Goſpel allows 
a 


Can Y. 

a Miniſter as well as any other Man, comfor- 
tably to enjoy what God has given him. And 
{ſince the Providence of God has found the Cler- 
gy generally a handſom Maintainance from 
the Tythes of the Church, and oftentimes Plen- 
tifal Eſtates of their own, that many Clergy- 
men, below the Degree of Doctors, do for Tem- 

poral Eſtates equal any of the Ordinary Gen- 


try, I ſay, ſince it is ſo, there is no Reaſon 
why a: Clerg man, his Wife and Family, may 
not bear a Port ſuitable to; their Eſtate and 
Condition; and if he can afford it, keep his 


Coach too as well as his Neighbour Eſquire. 
And as for taking Care of his; Widow, 1 ſap 
poſe ſuch of the Clzrgy:as L am now ſpeaking. 
of, can, and do, —— their Wives good Joyn- 
tures, no Objects of Charity, but in a Condi- 
tion to communicate to the Neceſſitous, even 
after their Husbands Deceaſe. And if after 
his Death they are forced to fall lower in their 
Circumſtances, T hope it is the ſame with all 
Widows, WhO from enjeyungi the Accommo- 
dations of / the whole Eſtate, are reduced to 
their Thirds, or a Joynture. And if the Mi. 
niſter's Wife; wien ſhe, is a Widow, cannot 
keep Coach, nor Two or Three Maids, as ſhe 
my 157 gens is the 0. with many a 
ady. | : 1 


— 


en 


I have next: te conſſder the * Refle- 


Sens which this Author makes upon the Of- 
ficeof the Miniſtry, aid D the Prieſt 
deſerves no Reſpęcti uppn the Account, of his 
Function more than any other Profeſſion does, 

He ridicules the Spiritual Druggery, as he calls 
it, which, the Chaplain undergoes in a Gen- 
tleman's Family, Which {peaks gur Author's 
Libertine Principles, and what little Regard 
he has to the Performance of the Duties of 
Religion, and the Worſhip. of God, i in Private 
Houtes,;; And Lam afraid tao many, who out 
of State keep Domeſtick Chaplains, are ready 
to look upon An Divine Services diſcharged by 
them, to be but an ungrateful Druggery, which 
makes them treat their Man in Orders but lit - 
tle better than a common Servant, and there- 
fore tho they give them Leave to ſit down be- 
low the Salt at their own, Tables, vet in Token 
of their Servitude require them to riſe. at Se- 
cond Courſe. But I ſhall ſay no more on this 
Head, it is better done by the Ingenious Mr.. 
Collier in one of his Eſſays, to which 1 refer 
my Author and my Reader. 

In the next Place, we find the c erg ys Inter- 
preting of Scripture, their being God's Am- 
baſſadors, their making a Myſtery of Reli- 
gion, and their Power of Ablolution, to be 
made a Jeſt, and Matter of Sport, Dz As 


(24) 


As for the Difference which is amongſt Ex- 
poſit ors in their Interpretation of Seri Situs; 
they may differ in ſome difficult Places, and all 
of them ang through adifferent Light, may 
have Reaſons for their various Sences : But 
yet when they come to treat of the plain 
Fraths contain'd- in Holy Writ, ſuch as we 
are moſt coricern'd to ron ty all Divines who 
are Learned and Pious, tho they treat of theſe 
Subjects in a different Method, yet they agree 
together in the Main: And they have a Con- 
cord and Harmony in all their Practical Diſ- 
courſes, which are neceflary to the Ignorant, 
and uſeful to all. And becauſe it is their Buſi- 
neſs more tłran others to ſtudy the Holy 
Scriptures, they may be allow'd more than o- 
thers to underſtand them: And they have an 

1 as well as an Authority, above others, 

to open and unfold them to the Feople. And 

becauſe it is their Office to be Helpful in a pe- 
cCnliar Matiner to the Souls of Men, in Order 
to their Preſent and Future Happineſs, there- 
fore tho our Author would not allow a Mini- 
ſter that Honour, yet our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles tell us, that a Miniſter that rules 
well the People committed to his Charge, 
and is Diligent in attending upon the Word 


and Doctrine, is worthy o double er 5 
a 


2 

(25) 
and that hy ought to be eſteem d very highly 
for his Work. And whoever is Obedient to 
his Spiritual Paſtor for Chriſt's Sake, will be 
ſo far from depriving of him of the Reſpect 
which 1s his due, that he will be ready'to pay 
him more than he need. 
As for their making Chriſtianity a Myſtery, 
ſo are theSacraments and many of theDoctrines 
of it, and the Miniſters of the Goſpel are called 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 

But as for making the plain Fundamental 
Principles of Religion dark and myſterious, 
which the Word of God has not done ſo, I 
have not met with any ſuch Prieſt, and I be- 
heve our Author will find 1 it dard to n | 
Example. 
We abhor, and do not pretend to, the Tricks 
which the Prieſts of the Church of Rowe have 
practiſed to gain themſelves an Awe amongſt 
the Illiterate People. But yet as much as our 
Author ridicules the Power of Abſolution lodg- 
ed in the Paſtors of the Church of Chriſt; as i 
noBody regarded the Forcethereof,unleſs a Ma- 
lefactor at the Gallows ; it is a Sign our Au- 
thor is Ignorant of the Sence of the Anttent 
Churches, and of our Clrarch in this Cafe. Our 
Prieſts pretend not from themfelves to have 


OF Power to 85 Sins, which none _ ˖ 
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God can do, but tliey have a Power, and a par- 
ticular Commiſſion Town Chriſt, to deelare un- 
to Penitent Sinners the Grace and Mercy of 
God for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt. And in this 
Senſe we underſtand that Place which ſpeaks 
what Authority they have in that behalf. 

Whoſe Sins ye remit, the) are remitted; and whoſe 
Sins ye retain, they are retained. | They may lay; 
and that from Scripture Authority, if a Perſon 
repents, his Sins are forgiven him; and 
they may declare that there is no Forgiveneſs 
as long as Men continue Impenitent, and live, 
in their Sins. 

As tothe Form of Abſolution uſed in the Ot. 

fice of the Viſitation of the Sick, it is deliver d 
more Authoritatively than any of the other, 
and that to be ſure for the greater Comfort and 
Support of a humble Penitent upon his Sick 
or Dying Bed; where all the Prieſt pretends; 
to do, is, to declare; and tho he ſays, Iabſolve, 
vet it is not in his own Name, but in the Name 
of Father, Son; and Holy Ghoſt, through the 
Purchaſe of Chriſt, i. e. — to his Mind 
revealed in his Word, and according to the Te- 
nour and Conditions of the Goſpel Covenant; 

and theſe Qualifications of Faith and Repen- 
tance are oxptels d 11 in one Fre ab n 
ancien, bitt 01% 5) | Yes 
Zho?? - e * 


U 

And if anyPrieit ſhould pretend to abidlvei 3 
any other Senſe, he would deſerve, as our Au 
thor writes, to be ſtoned by the People. 0 πτ 
But ſince the Word of Conſolation is com- 


mitted to the Miniſter's Truſt, and he is the 
Steward and Diſpencer thereof, in Behalf of 


thoſe who are wearied and burthen d with 
their Sins, why he ſhould be Cenſured for act- 


ing according to his Commiſſion, I cannot tell. 


And as Miniſters are Stewards, ſo the Serip- 


tures declare them to be Ambaſſadors too: NO 2 
the Embaſſy or Meſſage which they are ſent 


upon, is to deliver the Doctrine of Reconcilia- 
tion, and to perſwade Men in Chriſts ſtead. 
that they * + leave the Error of their Ways, 
and be reconciled unto God, and to publiſh 
the Mercy and Good-will of God, that he is wik 
ling for his Son 8 Sake to be Tee en unto 
them. * 4 29 
And niethinks when aw come upon this 


welcome Errand, they ought not to be{lighted, 


but received with Love and Honour, and H- 
ſteem'd as the Servants and Meſfengers of the 
moſt High. For how beautiful are the 7 et of thoſe 
who preach the Ph and bring to theWarld theG lad- 


tidings of Peace ® *+ 


And if they keep to their Rule, and the In- 
ſtructions which are given them in the Word, 


they will not oppoſe o or contradict one another, 
but WR 


wa; 
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but all of them carry on and promote the ſame 

Evangelical Deſign, the Salvation of thoſe who 
are committed to their Charge. 

And thus have I done with theſe Alperſions 
of this Unkind Author upon the Cg and 
their Office. I ſhould not have given my ſelf 
and others this Trouble, but that J thought 
this Pamphlet of his falling into-the Hands of 
Perſons diſpoſed to ridicule the Clergy, it might 
tend to encreaſe that Evil- ſpreading Humour 
which ought to receive a Check. | 

And whereas ſome take the Liberty to ſpeak, 
and what is niore, to write, to the Reproach 
and Contempt of that Sacred and Honourable 
Employment, 1 think it is fit ſome ſhould 
ſpeak and write in its Juſt Praiſe and Vindi- 
cation. I am ſenſible if Looſe and Ill- deſigning 
Men could bring this Holy Calling into a ge- 
neral Diſgrace, the Chriſtian Offices which 
are perform'd by this Order of Men would 
ſoon be brought into Diſgrace too; and then 
Farewel Religion. 


n 
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